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Goals For Tonight 

• How does our office learn about zoning violations?

• How does our office achieve compliance?

• What can your township do?  

• Examples

•Our Biggest Department Goal – Achieve 
Compliance with the Walworth County 
Zoning Ordinance
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How does the Land Use and Resource Management Department 
learn about zoning violation?

• Complaint Driven
• Anonymous complaints – Frustration with anonymous complaints
• Neighbors
• Business competitors
• Township
• City or Village
• Conditional Use Follow Up
• Other on-site or drive by inspection
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How do we achieve compliance?

• Most often – first contact – simple phone call
• Letter
• Violation Letter
• Citation
• Stop Work Order
• Long Form Complaint
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What can my township do to address complaints? 

• Call our Office
• Do we have jurisdiction? We do not regulate garbage or weeds.
• Speak to your zoning officer
• We do not “play favorites” or have a “naughty/nice list”. 
• We have been short handed – just hired a new zoning officer today
• Lindsey Smith is coming back part time to help on Fridays



6 LAND USE AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT



7 LAND USE AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

An Example 50 years in the making…
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Why do these cases take so long???
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Why do these cases take so long???
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Why do these cases take so long???
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07-10-2019 Complaint filed

05-26-2020
Summary Judgment 
Hearing

Johnson, Daniel S. Boss, Rhonda

Additional text:Atty. Lee Huempfner appeared via phone means for Walworth County. Wililam Wendeberg 
appeared via phone means. Court in session @ 10:05 a.m. Appearances made. Matter before the court for 
summary judgment. Court addresses Atty. Huempfner who responds to Court's questions regarding this case and 
prior matter with the same issue. 10:08 a.m. - Record/argument by Atty. Huempfner 10:09 a.m. - Court addresses 
Mr. Wendeberg who responds to questions by the Court. Court addresses Exhibits 2 and 2A and Mr. Wendeberg 
responds to further questions. 10:12 am. - Response/record by Atty. Huempfner as to exhibits 2 and 2A 10:15 a.m. 
- Record by the Court who denies the County's motion for summary judgment as state of property has materially 
changed and that issues regarding junkyard must be determined at trial. Court sets matter over for Court trial and 
informs Mr. Wendeberg he will be able to present his side of the story at that time. Atty. Huempfner will prepare 
order from today's hearing. Court in recess @ 10:20 a.m. Court trial scheduled for August 10, 2020 at 01:30 pm.

08-21-2020 Dispositional order/judgment Johnson, Daniel S.

04-08-2021 Notice

Additional text:Notice of Noncompliance Letter to Wendeberg 04.08.21
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August 2016
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March 2018
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February 2020



18 LAND USE AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

September 2022
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1975 1985
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2000 2022
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September 2022

Final Stats – 

Southern Lakes Recyclers on site from 
April 29, 2021 to September 20, 2022

1,000,000 pounds of scrap

All of our expenses paid

All of Southern Lakes expenses paid.

Owner received approximately $49,000 
after all expenses.
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Thank Your For Your Time

Michael P. Cotter

(262) 741-7915

mcotter@co.walworth.wi.us

www.co.walworth.wi.us

QUESTIONS

http://www.co.walworth.wi.us/
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